
SIGN UP
FOR 

LESSONS

Find out more at 

durhammusic.org.uk

Become a 
DMS Star! 
High quality 
music lessons 
available now in 
your school



Playing/Singing

Performing

Progressing

Playing/Singing

Performing

Progressing

Playing/Singing

Performing

Progressing

Getting to know your 
instrument or voice

Do a first performance

Lead a ‘Copy Back’ 
activity in your group

Be aware of your own 
sound and how you 
can change it

Play/sing in a music 
group

Lead your group, 
demonstrating the 
beat

Work out how to play 
a tune by ear

Understand what 
makes a good 
performance

Lead some playing in 
your group, control 
sounds using gestures

Discovering what your 
instrument or voice 
can do

Perform with your 
group

Improvise simple 
rhythms

Play/sing short pieces 
using notation

Record a performance 
and listen back to it

Improvise short 
phrases using both 
pitch and rhythm

Play/sing a variety of 
music by reading music 
and by memory

Perform with a 
sense of occasion 
acknowledging 
audience applause

Improvise longer 
phrases, using your 
instrument or voice

Develop increasing 
control of your 
instrument and voice

Perform with other 
musicians in school 

Compose a simple 
rhythm to play or sing

Keep your own part in 
a group

Choose pieces for your 
performance

Compose repeated 
musical patterns, 
making use of your 
musical skills

Make changes to your 
sound to bring out the 
character of the music

Help plan a 
performance for your 
class or school

Compose by developing 
musical ideas

DMS Stars Framework

DMS STARS

Find out more at 

durhammusic.org.uk


